an isolated abscess with a well-defined capsule apparent on imaging. Steroids have been shown to delay capsule formation during conversion of cerebritis to abscess, so they should not be used in a patient with imaging findings consistent with cerebritis.
6. The role of surgery in the treatment of abscess remains controversial. As the authors suggest, stereotactically guided aspiration can lead to rapid improvement and aids in the identification of the causative microorganism or organisms.
7. Many abscesses contain multiple organisms. For this reason, broad-spectrum coverage should be started empirically. Even after positive cultures, broad-spectrum coverage should be continued because cultures may miss fastidious organisms.
8. The role of foreign bodies in persistent infection should be emphasized. If a foreign body is present, it should be removed.
